Introduction
There are currently 14 species of talitrids known from the Mediterranean Sea: Britorchestia brito (Stebbing, 1891); B. ugolinii (Bellan-Santini & Ruffo, 1991) . During a recent ecological study of six beaches in the Kokkini Hani, Gournes, Gouves area of northern Crete four species of talitrids were discovered. In this paper these beaches are described in detail; the genus Orchestia is redefined to include 15 species; the new species Orchestia xylino sp. nov. is described and O. montagui, O. stephenseni and T. saltator are documented for the first time from Crete; and the new genus Cryptorchestia is described to include nine species previously embedded in Orchestia. An extensive bibliography is provided for the taxa reported in this study. It is based on the literature, therefore the species identity for each citation cannot be confirmed.
